CONDITIONS   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS—NAVIGATION
Beneath them were the colonists, especially numerous among
the Visigoths, and the liberated slaves.1
There were still plenty of slaves. As we shall presently see, they
were mostly alien Barbarians, Anglo-Saxon or others, prisoners
of war.
There was also an urban population of which we shall say
something presently.
On the large estates there were workshops in which the women
spun yarn, and in which other workers, slaves or domainal serfs,
practised various crafts. But these workshops had already existed
during the later centuries of the Empire.2
The population had retained the form which had been impressed
upon it by the fiscal organization, although this had been greatly
diminished by the almost complete curtailment of the military
and administrative expenditure. In this respect the Germanic con-
quest may perhaps have been beneficial to the people. On the whole,
the great domain had remained the essential social and economic
element. Thanks to the domain, the economic basis of the feudal
system already existed. But the subordination of the greater part
of the population to the great landowners was manifested as yet
only in private law. The senior had not yet interposed himself
between the king and his subjects. Moreover, although the consti-
tution of society was predominantly agrarian, it was not exclusively
so. Commerce and the cities still played a considerable part in the
general economic, social, and intellectual life of the age.
2. Navigation in the East. Syrians and Jews
Of the two portions of the Empire, die Greek had always been
marked by a more advanced civilization than the Latin. We need
not insist upon this obvious fact.
This Greek portion of the Empire was in communication, by
1	veeoinden, cp. dt., ANUARio, vol. II, p. 347. According to Verlinden,
the colonists can hardly have played an important part.
2	gregory op Touns, Hist. Franc*, IX, 38, notes the existence of woman's
apartments, Cf. fustbl de coulanges, Ualleu et le domain rural, p. 375.
79

